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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends,  
 
May has arrived and with it begins the 
countdown to the end of the school year.  In 
May, we hold the last round of MCAS testing 
and the celebration of International Day.  
Both of these events are a time for our 
students to display the hard work and effort 
they have put forth throughout the year.  
 
A studentõs success is a reflection of the 
dedication of that individual student, the 
school, and most importantly the family. It 
is to celebrate and support your continued 
effort at home that I invite you to our 
annual òHonoring Our Families Eventó to be 
held Friday, May 21

st
 at 6:oo pm at HCCS. 

 
This is a fun and lively celebration organized 
by the Parent Connection  and the school 
administration.   Please come join us for 
cake, prizes, and awards. This is a free 
event!   Parent Connection will  raffle  gift 
baskets and two bicycles (with helmets).  
Awards and prizes will be handed out to 
students who have participated in the Six 
Flags Reading Contract, SES (the 
Supplementary Education Services offered 
on Saturday), and Homework Center with 
outstanding attendance.  
 
This is a night to celebrate your studentõs 
and your own accomplishments as parents.  
I hope to see you there!  
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Sonia Correa Pope 

DIRECTOR½S NEWS 
 

ACADEMIC QUALITY CONTROLLERS CORNER 
Dear Parents,    

I canõt believe we have little more 
than 6 weeks of school left.  The year has 
rushed by and I am very pleased with our 
overall academic progress.  We still have 
two big academic events coming up.  The 
math and science MCAS are scheduled to 
be administered May 10th-21st.  Please 
make sure that you assist your child in 
being here every day during those weeks 
and that they are well rested and fed.   

In addition, we will have End of 
Year exams on June 15th ð 22nd.  As we get 
closer to those dates you will receive both 
an exam schedule as well as a study packet 
for each subject to assist your child in 
preparing for these exams.   
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HCCS is Accepting Applications for 

Grades K - 7 

For the 2010 - 2011  School Year  
If you have any questions regarding 

admissions, applications, or the 

enrollment process  

Please contact Ms. Claritza Baez  

@ 413-533 -0111 
 

 

 

Term 3 Interim Report Cards will 
be mailed on Monday, May 3, 2010.  Please 
make sure that you review these reports 
with your student and discuss any concerns.  
This is one of the last attempts for the 
school to communicate your childõs 
academic progress before the end of the 
year.  If you have any questions or concerns 
after reviewing these reports please do not 
hesitate to contact your childõs AQC.  

Finally, please refer to our monthly 
events calendar for some special upcoming 
academic events.   

 
Have a GREAT May! 

 
Ms. Atherley ðAQC K -4 
Mr. Torres -AQC 5-8 

Mission 
Statement  

òThe mission of 
HCCS is to 

promote the joy of 
learning and  

to prepare a broad 
cross section of 
Holyoke children 

for  
success as 

students, workers, 
and citizens by 
providing them  

with a high quality 
public education.ó 

Holyoke Community Charter School Newsletter  

 
 We are in need of uniform 

donations for boys (K-8) and 

underwear/socks donations 

for both girls and boys.  

Please remember that 

although uniform donations 

may be clothes that are used, 

underwear/socks donations 

must be unused and still in its 

original packaging.  Thank 

you and we appreciate your 

support. 

 You may also send Lysol 

spray, tissues, disinfecting 

wipes, and hand sanitizer for 

classrooms.  

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/images/nurse.gif&imgrefurl=http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/clip/nurse.html&usg=__EWdPqSxbGE5koVaAcA-6XiB4ptY=&h=110&w=434&sz=2&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=VbPFNS91dEzKvM:&tbnh=32&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=nurse+notes&gbv=2&hl=en
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MAY MCAS Schedule  
        Math MCAS   Science MCAS  

        grades 3 Ɗ 8        grades 5 & 8  

   May 10 th Ɗ May 21 st            May 18 th Ɗ May 21 st 

 

      

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Spring!  
 

During our March and April meetings, members of our schoolõs parent group, the HCCS Parent 

Connection, discussed many topics and upcoming events including  the spring AVON fundraiser, 

our International Day and Book Fair, as well as our Honoring Families Event.   
 

The next HCCS Parent Connection Meeting  will be held on:  

Tuesday, May 11 th  @ 5:30 pm, in Room 109 in the Yellow Hallway.  All are welcome! If you 

are  interested in helping out the Parent Connection, please check out one of our meetings as 

we will be holding elections in June for leadership positions for the 2010 -2011 school year 

 

Many thanks to all who have participated in the Stop and Shop A+ Bonus Bucks and Box Tops 

for Education programs that have benefited our school.  Together we have raised over 

$1500 this school year!  
 

Remember to inform the school of any change in phone num ber, address, etc ... In case of 

an emergency, we need to be able to contact you!  Also, if your child is missing any 

sweaters, jackets, etc., please ask the Main Office about our schoolõs LOST & 

FOUND.  We have many misplaced items there and at the end of t he year, these items 

will be donated.  
 

If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me at:  

gurbina@hccs-sabis.net  or leave a message by calling the school at 533 -0111. 
 

Gloria M. Urbina ,  HCCS Parent Liaison     
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SES Saturday School  

May Dates  
 

May 8 - 9:00-12:00 
May 15 - 9:00-1:00 
May 21 ð 6:00 pm  

(Awards Ceremony) During òEvent 
Honoring Familiesó 

 

 

Ms. Amber OõStrander is the Reading 
Specialist at HCCS.  She is a dynamic, 
dedicated and motivated teacher who has 
led many of her students toward meeting 
their academic goals by teaching reading 
strategies.  Her encouragement and 
attention has made a real  difference at 

HCCS.   

APRIL  
 

 
              

 
Congratulations! 

 

APRIL 

Ms. Soto is the 7th and 8th grade Math 
teacher at HCCS.  She is an exemplary 
teacher who cares about each of her 
studentõs individual needs, encouraging 
and helping those who struggle as well as 
challenging everyone to reach their  full 
potential.  Her commitment has created 
and open, authentic, and reliable 
classroom environment.  

 
      MAY 

mailto:gurbina@hccs-sabis.net


  

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

May is here!  Hopefully the saying 

òApril Showers bring May flowersó is 

true.  We need to see some color in 

our world.  This year has just flown by.  

 

In Phonics you received the orange 

Reading book; we canõt stress enough 

to keep practicing this book.  We will 

be focusing on the sounds of ðea, -ow, 
-oa, and ðst.   When papers come home 

please review with your child the 

sounds and words on the page. 

 

In M ath we will be working on 

numbers 19 and 20, skip counting by 

2õs, time, money, and addition stories. 

 

In Social Studies we were working 

very hard on our International Day 

projects.  Our country was Norway.  In 

May, we will discuss symbols of the 

United States.  

 

In Science during the month of 

April we talked about the size of 

objects.  In May we will be using tiles 

to make new and different patterns.  

 

We hope everyone came out and 

enjoyed International Day.  The 

children worked very hard on these 

projects  and it was a great success  
 

A few reminders:  

1. Please clean your childõs folder 

daily. 

2. READ every day to your child . 

 

Kindergarten News  
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3. Spend as much time with your 

child as you can. 

4. Snack is two times a day.  Please 

make sure you send nutritious 

snacks with your child.  

 

 

           
 

 
  

Here are some of the activities going 

on during this month:  

 
 Parent - Teacher Conferences (KG -    

4 th ) 5/6 & 5/7  

  Half Day 5/7  

  Dress Down Day 5/7  

  MCAS weeks 5/10 -5/20  

  Parent Connection Meeting  5/11  

@5:30 

 Half Day 5/14  

 Half Day 5/17  

 Parent Seminar 5/20 @ 6:00  

 Event Honoring Families 5/21 @ 6:00  

 School Closed 5/31 (Memorial Day)  

  Revision Week 6/1 -6/10  

 

Have a great month and enjoy your 

child in these early years!  

 

Kindergarten Teachers  

KGA- Ms. Cosmos & Ms. Goodin  

KGB- Ms. Wapner & Ms. Ortiz  

 

 

 

 òSuccess 

is the sum 

of small 

efforts 

completed 

day in and 

day outó 

 

ñ Robert 

Collier  

 

Grade Level News 
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Dear 1st Grade Families,  

  Wow! The year is rolling 

along. Please be sure to 

remember to come for 

conferences which are 

the first week of May. 

Please assist us by 

helping your child finish 

the year in a strong and 

positive manner.  

  In May, we continue 

learning and building the 

fo llowing skills: 

 Phonetic vowel 

combinations and 

blends that are at the 

end of words.  

 Writing our own animal 

research report.  

 Improving our 

handwriting skills.  

 Increasing reading 

fluency and 

comprehension by 

reading library books 

at a higher level.  

 Identifying and using 

describing words.  

 Adding 3 two -digit 

numbers with trading!  

 Using various strategies 

for solving word 

problems in addition 

and subtraction.  

 Sharpening our math 

skills using Mental 

Math.  

 Observing and 

exploring the 

wonderful world of 

animals.  

  
 

 Exploring charts and 

bar graphs.  

 Discovering how 

goods are 

transported by ships  

using harbors.  

 Working well and 

cooperating as a 

team.  

 Remembering to 

always try your best!  

Keep trying hard,  

Mrs. Nuzzo 1A  

Mrs. Treon 1B 

Ms. Moorehead 1C  

 book in your 

backpack at all 

times . 

All students should 

be ready to take an 

AR test on their        

scheduled day.  

ˋ̀̀AAA RRR/// BBBooo ooo kkk   

EEExxxccc hhh aaa nnn ggg eee    DDDaaa yyysss   

111AAA       WWWeee ddd sss...   aaa nnn ddd    TTThhh uuu rrrsss...    

111BBB      TTTuuueee sss...   aaa nnn ddd    TTThhh uuu rrrsss...   

111CCC       TTTuuueee sss...   aaa nnn ddd    FFFrrriii...    

  
 

 

 

Important Notes:  

 School Closings:  

1/2 Day ð 5/7 Fri., 5/14 

Fri., & 5/17 Mon.  

 Closed - 5/31, Monday 

(Memorial Day)  

 Conferences:  

5/6 Thursday and            

5/7 Friday.  

 Dress-Down Days: Please, 

No Tank-tops or Open -

toe Sandals.  

 Please review dress code 

policies.  

 Please go over class rules 

with your child.  

 Please send one  healthy 

snack and drink. For the 

safety & well -being of 

all  our students:  

REMEMBER, No peanut 

products, candy, soda 

or chocolate.  

  
 

 
s 

  

Recommended Home 

Practice Schedule  

 Tuesdayð Spelling Word 

practice to help 

review for our weekly 

test.  

 Wednesday -  A new 

story in the Class 

Reader to build 

vocabulary, and 

increase fluency and 

comprehension.  

 A new spelling list will 

come home.  

 Each night , practice 

spelling and sight 

words at home, as 

well as, read the 

Class Reader story.  

 Daily practice is an 

important means of 

strengthening  basic 

skills. 

 Please supervise your 

child during this 

important study time 

so that it will become 

a habit that is used 

wisely and efficiently . 

 

  
 

1st Grade 

News:  

Read About Us!  
  
 

 

 

Remember, honor 

and respect our 

soldiers!  

  
 

 

AR Test Readiness 

Keep your library 

book in your 

backpack at all 

times . 

All students 

should be ready 

to take an AR test 

on their        

scheduled day.  

ˋ̀̀AAA RRR/// BBBooo ooo kkk   

EEExxxccc hhh aaa nnn ggg eee    DDDaaa yyysss   

111AAA       WWWeee ddd sss...   aaa nnn ddd    

TTThhh uuu rrrsss...   

111BBB      TTTuuueee sss...   aaa nnn ddd    

TTThhh uuu rrrsss   

   

111CCC       TTTuuueee sss...   aaa nnn ddd    FFFrrriii...    

  
 Mother 

  
 

CAT Exams: May 24 th  �„ 28 th  

 

Revision Week: June 1st  


