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oThe mi ss
HCCS is to
promote the joy of
learning and

to prepare a broad
cross sectfon of
Holyoke children
for
success as
students, workers,
and citizens by
providing them
with a high quality
publ i c edu
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Dear Parents,

RECTOR?

We would like our parents and students to
understand that HCCS has ZERO

TOLERANCE POLICY FOR BULLYING an

any behavior associated with bullying.
Please have a conversation with your
student regarding what constitutes
bullying and how this behavior is
completely unacceptable.

As you may have heard from your student
HCCS has been workingan Anti-Bullying
campaign with through Student Life
Coordinator and the Social Worker .
Assemblies to students on the topic as
well as discussions in classhave been
occurring. We have also placed posters
throughout the school addressing
concepts related to bullying.

We would like to further the message by
hosting the next Parent Seminar,
scheduled for Thursday, March 18" with
this topic. The presentation will be led

by our Social Worker, Ms. Desiree Blaine
and also the Director, both Academic
Quality Controllers (AQCs), Student Life
Coordinator, Special Education Academic
Coordinator, and Student Management
Coordinator. This is an important concern
to ALL. Hope to see you there!

-Dr. Pope

School Year

is scheduled for April 1 *, 2010 .
To be part of the lottery, enrollment
applications must be turned in by 12
noon on March 31st.
If you have any questions regarding
admissions, applications, or the
enrollment process please contact
I Ms. Claritza Baez @ 413 -533-0111

I Lottery for 2010 - 2011 School Year

Nurse (-7 Notes
“ We are in need of uniform

donations for boys (k8) and
underwear/socks donations
for both girls and boys.
Please remember that
although uniform donations
may be clothes that are used,

underwear/socks donations
must be unused and still in its
original packaging. Thank
you and we appreciate your
support.

Happy March!

We made it through End of Term I
exams and now we will be coordinating
the Award Ceremony for Term Il
scheduled for Thursday April &, 2010.

Please remember that Monday March™5
will be a half day of classes for Staff
Development.HCCS Spring Open House
will be on Saturday March 28, 2010 at
11:00am.

MCAS English Exams are fast
approaching (March223). Students hawv
been preparing for MCAS and will be
reviewing Mock MCAS practice exams
the weeks of March3-15 Make sure you
student is in school on time and preparec
for test taking as MCAS tests are critical.
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The Parent Seminar scheduled for March'
at5:3)pmwi 'l be on o0Bul
Blaine (social worker) will be facilitating.

The Parent Advisory Council meeting this
month i s on wllReheldadnn
Monday March 29" at 5:30pm. Ms. Baez
(l'i brarian) and Ms.
specialist) will be facilitating.

Term Il Report Cards will be mailed out
towards the end oMarch so please look o
for them.

Donét forget to set

on Sunday March 1%, 2010.

Ms. Atherley 60AQC K -4
Mr. Garcia-AQC 5-8
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Dr. Suess?d
Read Across America Day

March 2™, 2010

Girl Scout Day

Girl Scouts.

March 12", 2010

Daylight Savings
Spring Forward 1 Hour

gt frytl-

March 17™, 2010

The Flrgi
Day Of .5
Spring

March 20™, 2010

! SES saturday School le
I March Dates -0
| March689:00-1200 '+ y
Marcﬂ ]2'37 i 8881288 | Ms. Claritza Baez is in her 2" year : o
. arc Rthediei | ® as the Admissions Officer here at | o
P ¢ HCCS although she is always willing : ®
HCCS.G(_)t Tal?nt 0 April 28 I : to help out with any project. We ' :
| Permission slips are due . are lucky to have her at HCCS! e
Wednesday 3/10/10 I: I e
g Rl ly ek y i Ms. Katie Brooks teaches 4" grade : |
hi . =® Math and Science. Ms. Brooksnot e
Monthly Parent Seminar  ge only started the Eco Aliens Club o
The parent seminar will be held l: here at HCCSbut has amazed us ®
on Thursday March 18" @ :. with her enthusiasm for teaching in :
5:30pm and the topic will be :: her first year at HCCS. Great job! ' :
OBullying&i our Social Worker, m8eccco0cccocoooo

Ms. Desiree Blaine will be -
presenting. The Director, both
Academic Quality Controllers,

Student Life Coordinator,

Special Education Academic

Coordinator, and Student
Management Coordinator will be
present to answer questions or

address concerns.

B PeoplesBank

March Deposit Days

Twice a Month

7:30-8:15am
March 10" & 24"

Saturday March 20 ™ |
. @ 11:00am

|
|
i Wednesday
|

Parent Connection

Hello Everyone,

'During our February meet i ng, members of our school ds p
| Connection, discussed many topics, such as Movie Night (Friday March 26 ™) showing
'0Cl oudy with a Ch a;ranemberfstuddetsacanina beldrepiped off for this

' event as all students must be accompanied by an adult throughout the movie.

' The next HCCS Parent Connection Meeting

will be held on:
i Thursday, March 18 ™, 2010 at 5:30pm in Room 109 in the Yellow Hallway.

N

' Please remember you can still sign -up yourself, friends, and families for the Stop and ¢ Stop&Shop’
EA+ Bonus Bucks program which benefits our school.  Our school code is 05380. You can
1 pick up and fill out forms at HCCS in the Main Office and we will send the m in for you

ior you can visit any Stop and Shop and sign - up at Customer Service . Our goal is to raise

E$2000 and we currently have about $365 and the program ends soon so we need to sign  -up
1as many people as we can!

‘We  wi || also be having the Motherds Day Avon
' Avon Catalogs as they will be distributed on  March 29 ™, 2010 . )
: | il
i If | can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me at: il | ' l"
' gurbina@hccs-sabis.net or leave a message by calling the school at 533 -0111. ' h ‘

I AVON

E Gloria M. Urbina
E HCCS Parent Liaison

______________________________________________________________________
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"No matter
how long the
winter, spring is
sure to follow."

-Proverb from
Guinea

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to March! March is an
unpredictable month. The weather
goes from warm to cold and back to
warm. lItis also one of our longer
months this year.

We will be starting Term Il on
March 8 ™. The next set of report
cards will be going out in March. If
you have any questions regarding your
chil ddéds grades pl ez

In Phonics, we will be working on the
sounds of ch (beginning and ending
sound), th (ending), and wh. The next
Reading Book (orange) will be going
home towards the end of March.
Please review this bo ok with your child
as it was one of the more difficult
books we are reading. Itis a good
book to practice skills they are
learning in class.

In Math, we will be discussing
taller/shorter/longer. We will be
writing numbers 11, 12, and 13. The
next step in addition will be the
vertical position.

In Science, we will go along with
Math measuring different objects.
Hopefully we will be able to put some
snow in a cup and watch it dissolve.

In Social Studies, we will be
discussing Chinese New Year and the
re cent Olympic games.

A few reminders:

1. KGA Gym Days are Wednesdays &
Fridays.

2. KGB Gym Days are Tuesday and
Wednesdays.

** Please make sure that your child is

dressed for Gym on these days .**

3. We have shack twice a day and

we are appreciate that many of

Kindergarten News

you are sending nutritious
snacks for your child.
Remember é NO CANI

4. Please check all papers in your
chil ddéds Reading
some of these folders have not
been cleaned since the starto f
school.

5. Please READ to your child every
day.
Continue practicing the alphabet
cards with your child; we are
noticing the difference!

The children in kindergarten have
been working very hard on their
reading skills. We ask that you help
them foster thes e skills by letting
them read to you.

Here are some of the activities going

on during this month:

% Term Il Begins  3/8

% Peoples Bank Deposit Day 3/10

% Daylight Savings 3/14

% Half Day 3/15

% Parent Connection Meeting 3/ 18
@5:30pm in Room 109 (yellow hall)

% Parent Seminar (Bullying) 3/18
@ 5:30 in Garden Room

% Dress Down Day 3/19

% Open House 3/20

% Peoples Bank Deposit Day 3/24

% Avon Fundraiser Catalog
Distribution  3/29

Kindergarten Teachers
KGA- Ms. Cosmos & Ms. Chaput
KGB Ms. Wapner & Ms. Ortiz
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Dear Families

March begins with End of
Term 2 exams. Exams are
used to assess the progress
your child has made.
Thanks for your support
reviewing , going over exam
schedules , and study
guides with your child

during End of Term 2 week.
Everyoneds coo
necessary in order to
continue to make each

day productive!

Some of the concepts we
will cover beginning Term 3
are:

# Learning blends: oi, oy,
and b, c, d, f, g, p paired
with land r.

# Writing friendly letters
and made -up stories.

# Working and improving
our handwriting skills.

# Increasing fluency and
comprehension by
reading our library
books.

# Recognizing vocabulary
words and frequently
used sight words.

# Writing longer, more
descriptive sentences
with correct
punctuation.

A navy blue
sweater for
your child to
use in the
classroomis a

@ great idea!

NO HOODS OR COLOR

rd

Grade Level News

1st Grade
News:

&

March 2010 gcg

# Please remind your
child to follow
classroom and school
rules at all times. This
message needs to be
emphasized to ensure

and promote quality
learning for all!

Continuing Book 2 of

our Class Reader series.
Grownups, pl
forget to check and

initial the reading log.

Comparing height and
length.

Measuring length by
centimeters and inches.

Keep up the great work!

AR Test Readiness

Subtracting differences

to 20 without trading. Students must be able

to take their A R test on
their scheduled day. It
is very important that
you keep the library
book in your backpack
atall times .

Using various strate gies
for solving word
problems in addition

and subtraction.

Sharpening our math
skills using Mental Math. " Book Exchange Days.

1A (Mrs. Nuzzo)
Thursday & Friday
1B (Mrs. Treon)
Tuesday & Thursday
1C (Ms. Moorehead)
Monday & Tuesday

Observing organisms,
such as snails, guppies,
and aquatic plants.

Exploring and discussing
types of habitats.

Defining different jobs in
the communi ty. Mrs. Nuzzo 1A
Mrs. Treon 1B

Discussing the United
Ms. Moorehead 1C

States using terms: flag,
country, and continent.

Student of Month - Leslie PefidlA
Leslie is a model 1 st grade student
with a bright future. She is an

Continuing to work well
together as a team.

Remembering to
always try our best!

attentive and positive hard
worker. She is a pleasure to have
in class! Great iob. Leslie!

Homework Practice Reminders:

# Each day, practice spelling and sight words.

#  Begin the new stories in the Class Reader with
related vocabulary words for comprehension on
Wednesdays. This book should be read every night
and returned to school. Parents need to sign the
reading log.

#  New spelling lists will go home on Wednesdays, too.

March 2010
Volume 2, Issue 6

You need your

coat, hat, and
gloves or
mittens!

Friendly Reminders

% Term Il Begins  3/8

% Peoples Bank Deposit
Day 3/10

% Daylight Savings 3/14

% Half Day 3/15

% Parent Connection
Meeting 3/18 @5:30pm
in Room 109 (yellow
hall)

% parent Seminar
(Bullying) 3/18
@ 5:30 in Garden Room

% Dress Down Day 3/19

% Open House 3/20

% Peoples Bank Deposit
Day 3/24

% Avon Fundraiser
Catalog Distribution
3/29

Other r eminders:

¢ Please send one
healthy snack with your
child each day. For the
safety & well -being of all
students, remember, no
peanut products,
candy, soda or
chocolate.

¢ We always appreciate
donations for goldfish
crackers, animal
crackers , tissues &
pencil s as we never
seem to have enough.

Ch -

ANIMAL

CRACKERS|
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March 2010
Page5 of 10 Grade Level News Volume S,“Tssue 6

GREETINGS FROM GRADE |

English:

We have aspelling test
each Wednesday and the
new spelling list goes
home on Wednesdays, as
well. This month we will
be working on writing
friendly letters.

Math:

We will start working with
fractions and money.
Please help your child
understand money by
knowing worth, adding
coins, and making change!

Social Studies:
Wedre |l earnin
people who make a
difference - Robert
Clemente. We will

discover our talents and
interests as well.

Science:

Our live organisms should
arrive soon. We will be so
excited to watch life

cycles of butterflies, fleas,
tadpoles, and meal worms.

Reading:

Reading is very important
in 2" grade. Please read
AR (library) books with
your child each night and
take turns reading to your
child. The second grade
teachers hope to promote
the joy of reading by
reading chapter books
throughout the year. We
are currently reading:

2A
The Indian in the Cupboard
by Lynn Reid Banks

2B
Elmer and the Dragon
by Ruth Stiles Gannett

2C
Stories Related to Black
History

2D
Secret of the Indian
by Lynn Reid Banks

March 2010

Hello Families!

Now that we are enteringthe2 ™ most i mportant part of
to help our children do their very best. Help by encouraging your child to do his/her
best while working on practice work or school work.

Please bring folders daily! In 3" grade, students will be responsible for bringing
diaries to and from school daily. Let us start a good habit now while they are in 2
grade to ease the transition into 3 ™ grade. If your child is missing his/her folder it
would be helpful if you pu rchased another one to keep your child organized.

nd

Please make sure you send in healthy snacks with your child as we have snack twice a
day as these snacks help them stay energized throughout the school day. As always,
thank you for all the donations you bring in for the class. We could use more pencils
and tissues. Nice pencils will help your child stay prepared.

Behavior is extremely important so please talk to your child about the school rules.

A big part of success is following the rules in order to concentrate on school work

and for the safety and well being of all students. Daily conversations about behavior
expectations can be very helpful.

There are a few reminders this montht@eé

% Term lll Begins  3/8

% Peoples Bank Deposit Day 3/10

% Daylight Savings 3/14

% Half Day 3/15

% Parent Connection Meeting 3/18 @5:30pm in Room 109 (yellow hall)
% Parent Seminar ( Bullying) 3/18 @ 5:30 in Garden Room

% Dress Down Day 3/19

% Open House 3/20

% Peoples Bank Deposit Day 3/24

% Avon Fundraiser Catalog Distribution 3/29
The Second Grade Teachers
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