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Dear Parents, 
The start of a new ye ar is a great time to 
assess growth and progress in order to 
create new goals and objectives to stay 
on the right path towards success.  We 
are extremely proud that in light of our 
continued hard work and determin ation to 
provide exceptional education in our 
community, Commissioner Chester and 
the Board of Education has approved our 
charter for another 5 years with no 
conditions or restrictions!  
 

We are also pleased to see that wonderful 
parents, such as Maria Luisa Arroyo, 
parent of Shaheen Shaghaghi (8A) still 
have some wonderful things to say about 
HCCS:  
 

ñWhen I took the tour of the Holyoke 
Community Charter School, immediately I 
was struck by how welcoming the community 
was and how frank the principal was in both 
the schoolôs strengths and its current 
challenges as a fledging charter school that 
accepted all children from its lottery system 
and did not simply hand-pick the ñtopò 
students to populate the school.  When my 
son was called off the wait-list in the 
September of his fifth grade, I immediately 
bought his uniforms.  Not once in the three 
years that my son has been attending HCCS 
have I regretted the decision nor the 200-
mile commute from Springfield to Holyoke 
and back again. And neither has my son.ò 
 

Thanks for believing in our mission  and 
supporting positively !   -Dr. Pope 

DIRECTOR½S NEWS 
 

ACADEMIC QUALITY CONTROLLERS CORNER 
Welcome to 2010! 
 

With February being such a short month 
we have combined our January and 
February information into one newsletter.  
 

Term 2 is quickly coming to an end with 
Revision Week being February 22 to 
February 26 and End of Term exams 
(EOTs) starting on March 1st, 2010. 
 

Congratulations to all of the students who 
received awards at the Term I Awards 
Ceremony on December 22nd and thank 
you to the parents and family members 
who came to support! 
 

The Parent Seminar this month is on òGet 
Realó a Comprehensive Sex Education 
Curriculum for upper school students.  Dr. 
Pope will be presenting the curriculum to 
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HCCS is Accepting Applications for 

Grades K - 7 

For the 2009 - 2010 School Year  
If you have any questions regarding 

admissions, applications, or the 

enrollment process  

Please contact Ms. Claritza Baez  

@ 413-533 -0111 
 

 

 

parents and will be available to address any 
questions or concerns from parents.  Please 
stop by and learn more about what is being 
offered at our school. 
 

We are having several activities this month.  
Smencils are for sale from 2/4 to 2/12 and 
will be delivered on Friday 2/12.  The Lock-
In for grades 3-5 will be on the 26th as well as 
Dress Down Day. 
 

Do not forget to stay tuned to ABC40, 
WWLP22, and WMAS FM radio for 
inclement weather notices and cancellations. 
We hope you enjoy your February Vacation 
and come back fresh, focused, and ready to 
review for EOTs! 
 
Ms. Atherley ðAQC K -4 
Mr. Garcia -AQC 5-8 
 

Mission 
Statement  

òThe mission of 
HCCS is to 

promote the joy of 
learning and  

to prepare a broad 
cross section of 
Holyoke children 

for  
success as 

students, workers, 
and citizens by 
providing them  

with a high quality 
public education.ó 

Holyoke Community Charter School Newsletter  

 
 We are in need of uniform 

donations for boys (K-8) and 

underwear/socks donations 

for both girls and boys.  

Please remember that 

although uniform donations 

may be clothes that are used, 

underwear/socks donations 

must be unused and still in its 

original packaging.  Thank 

you and we appreciate your 

support. 

 You may also send Lysol 

spray, tissues, disinfecting 

wipes, and hand sanitizer for 

classrooms.  
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*** REMINDERS***  
Your child should be dressed appropriately to be outdoors 

as we bring them outside if weather permits. 

    
Winter weather is soon approaching. Stay 
tuned to channels ABC 40, WWLP 22, and 

WMAS FM radio for delays and 
cancellations.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Lock-In is for Grades 3-5 and will 
be an overnight event  here at HCCS 
which starts at 7pm-7am on Friday 

February 26 th  to Saturday (February 
27 th ) morning.  

 

Happy February ! 
 

During our December and January  meetings, members of our schoolõs parent group, the 

HCCS Parent Connection, discussed many topics including finances and upcoming events.  We 

also voted unanimously to fund the Boston Museum of Science traveling classroom for K -2 

and 7th  and 8th  grade fieldtrip to the Springfield Science Museum.  
 

The next HCCS Parent Connection Meeting  will be held on:  

Thursday, February 11 th , 2010  at 5:30pm  in Room 109 in the Yellow Hallway.  
 

Please remember you can still sign -up yourself, friends, and families for the Stop and Shop 

A+ Bonus Bucks program which benefits our school.  Our school code is 05380.  You can 

pick up and fill out forms at HCCS in the Mai n Office and we will send them in for you  

or you can visit any Stop and Shop and sign - up at Customer Service .  Our goal is to raise 

$2000 and so far weõve raised $200éso we need to sign-up as many people as we can! The 

program ends May 2010.  
 

Remember to keep your personal information up -to -date and inform the school of any change 

in phone number, address, etcé In case of an emergency, we need to be able to contact you! 
 

If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me at:  

gurbina@hccs-sabis.net  or leave a message by calling the school at 533 -0111. 
 

Gloria M. Urbina  

HCCS Parent Liaison 
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SES Saturday School  

Jan/Feb Dates  
 

January 9 ð 9:00-12:00 
January 23 - 9:00-12:00 

Feb 6 - 9:00-12:00 

 

 

Monthly Parent Seminar 
For  the February  Parent 

seminar Dr. Pope will be 

presenting the òGet Realó 

Comprehensive Sex Education 

Curriculum for upper school 

students on Thursday,  

February 25 th , 2010  from  

5:30 - 6:30 .  We would love to 

receive feedback from parents 

regarding the introduction of 

this curriculum. Be sure to stop 

by this free event ! 

 Please be sure to return the 
orange Intent Form for the 
2010-2011 school year to 

the Main Office!! 

 
Feb 4- Feb 12 

1 for $1.00 or 6 for $5.00  
Buy Smencils for your special friends!! ---Ʒ 
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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

Hopefully the January weather is  

behind us and we start to see some 

warmer weather.  

We still try to bring the children 

out on days that it gets above 35 ƺF, so 

please make sure they have hats, 

gloves, mittens, and warm coats.  

Things are moving along smoothly in 

the Kindergarten classes.  February is 

one of our shortest months and we 

have a lot of material to get through.  

In Math, we will be working on 

numbers 9 and 10.  Some other 

concepts we will be discussing are 

long/short/tall and shapes.  

In Phonics we will be hearing the 

beginnings and ending sounds of ð

sh/sh - and the initial sound th -.  We 

will also be doing the word family of ð

op. 

In Science, we will continue to 

discuss our senses and draw in our 

journal book .   

In Social Studies, we will be using 

our Weekly Reader to talk about 

Presidentõs Day and different cultures. 
 

A few reminders:  

1. KGA Gym Days are Wednesdays & 

Fridays.  

2. KGB Gym Days are Tuesday and 

Wednesdays. 

** Please make sure that your child is 
dressed for Gym on these days .**  

3. We have snack twice a day and 

we  appreciate that many of you 

are sending nutritious snacks for 

your child.  RememberéNO 

CANDY!!  

4. Please check all papers in your 

childõs Reading Folder daily. 
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We ask that you read to your child 

everyday.  They have also learned 

many new words in class so please let 

them read to you as well.   Continue to 

help your child with their reading 

skills as this helps build a strong 

academic foundation for their future.   
 

Here are some of the activities going 

on during this month:  

 

 No School  2/1  (Staff Development 

Day) 

 Smencils Sale 2/4 -2/12  

 Peoples Bank Deposit Day 2/10  

 Parent Connection Meeting  2/11 

@5:30pm in Room 109 (yellow hall)  

 School Closed 2/15  (Presidentõs 

Day) 

 No School 2/16 -2/19 (February 

Vacation)  

 Peoples Bank Deposit Day 2/24  

 Parent Semina r on òGet Realó 

Curriculum 2/25 @ 5:30pm  

 Dress Down Day 2/26  

 

Have a great month and a restful 

February Vacation!  

 

Kindergarten Teachers  

KGA- Ms. Cosmos  

KGB- Ms. Wapner & Ms. Ortiz  

 

 

 

 òItõs never 
too late to 

become the 

person you 

have always 

wanted to 

be.ó 

ñ Anne 

Sweeney 

 

Grade Level News 

Inclement weather 

has arrived so please 

stay tuned to ABC40, 

WWLP22, or WMAS 

FM radio for delays 

and/or cancellations.  
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NO HOODS OR COLORS 

OUT OF UNIFORM!!! 
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Remember to wear your 

coat, hat, and gloves or 

mittens!!  

 Solving word problems in 

addition and 

subtraction.  

 3 dimensional shapes; 

cubes, spheres, cones, 

pyramids, cuboids and 

cylinders.  

 Symmetry and geometric 

concepts such as the 

number of sides and   

angles of a shape. 

 Creatin g graphs using 

pictures, bar graphs, 

pie charts.  Using tally 

mars to show amounts.  

 Sharpening our math skills 

using Mental Math.  

 Developing a deeper 

understanding of the 

scientific process by 

observing and 

comparing properties of 

liquid and solid matt er.  

 Expanding our knowledge 

of the world by 

identifying types of 

environments such as 

farms, cities and 

suburbs and discussing 

the food produced by 

farms.  

 Using a globe to locate 

and identify the North 

Pole and South Pole. 

 Polishing our social skill s 

 follow all classroom 

and school rules at all 

times.  This message 

needs to be 

emphasized to ensure 

and promote quality 

learning for all!   

 Keep up the great work!  

Mrs. Nuzzo 1A  

Ms. Treon 1B 

Ms. Pinter 1C 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Home Practice Reminders: 

Mondayð A new story in the Class 

Reader with                                                                                                                                                                                                 

related vocabulary words and 

understanding. 

Tuesdayð Spelling practice and 

review for weekly Weds. test. 

Wednesdayð Math concepts and 

skill reinforcement. 

New spelling list will come home 

with related activities. 

Thursday-English/ Language Arts 

activities that relate to areas of 

writing, grammar, phonics or 

vocabulary. 

Please help your child by 

supervising this important study 

time so that it will become a habit 

that is used wisely. 
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 Writing longer, more 

descriptive sentences 

with correct 

punctuation.  

 Continuing Book 2 of 

our Class Reader.  

Grownups, please donõt 

forget to initial the 

reading log.  

 Comparing and 

measuring customary 

units of length, weight, 

and volume.  

 Telling time to the hour 

and half hour.  Ordering 

days/week and 

months/year.  

 Sharpening our math 

skills by using mental 

math.  

 Observing and 

exploring physical 

states of matter.  

 Defining a community, 

and talking about how 

a community can 

change.  

 

 

 

 

 Discussing American 

presidents: 

Washington and 

Lincoln.  

 Exploring cause/effect 

and realizing the 

importance of 

recycling trash.  

 Continuing to work 

together as a team.  

 Please remind your 

child to follow 

classroom and school 

rules at all times. This 

message needs to be 

emphasiz ed to ensure 

and promote quality 

learning for all!  

 Remember to always 

try your best!  

Keep up the great work!  

Mrs. Nuzzo 1A  

Mrs. Treon 1B 

Ms. Moorehead 1C  

 

 

Friendly Reminders  
 

 No School  2/1  (Staff 

Development Day) 

 Smencils Sale 2/4 -2/12  

 Peoples Bank Deposit Day 

2/ 10 

 Parent Connection 

Meeting  2/11 @5:30pm in 

Room 109 (yellow hall) 

 School Closed  2/ 15 

(Presidentõs Day) 

 No School 2/16 -2/19  

(February Vacation ) 

 Revision Week 2/22 -2/26  

 Peoples Bank Deposit Day 

2/24   

 Parent Seminar  on òGet 

Realó Curriculum  2/25 @ 

5:30pm 

 Dress Down Day 2/26  

 
 

Other r eminders:  

 Please send one  healthy 

snack with your child each 

day. For the safety & well -

being of all, remember, no 

peanut products, candy, 

soda or chocolate.  

 

 Please donate a box of 

tissues to our class for 

blowing little, runny noses!  

  

 

February 2010  
s 

ˋ̀BBooookk   EExxcchhaannggee  DDaayyss::  

11AA  ((MMrrss..  NNuuzzzzoo))   
TThhuurrssddaayy  &&  FFrriiddaayy    

11BB  ((MMrrss..  TTrreeoonn))   
TTuueessddaayy  &&  TThhuurrssddaayy  

11CC  ((MMss..  MMoooorreehheeaadd))   
MMoonnddaayy  &&  TTuueessddaayy  
  

AAA RRR   TTTeee sssttt    RRReee aaa ddd iiinnn eee ssssss   
Students should be 
prepared to test on their 
regular scheduled day 
for library. It is  
important to have your 
library book in your 
backpack at all times.  
 

Dear Families  

We are nearing the end of 

Term 2.  It is an important 

time to assess the amount 

of progress your child has 

made so far.  In a few 

weeks we will be 

reviewing for End of Te rm 

Exams.   A study guide will 

be sent home to help your 

child with review.  We will 

need everyoneõs 

cooperation in order to 

continue to make every 

day valuable and 

productive!  

 Learning new vowel 

blends.  

 Working on improving 

our handwriting habits.  

 Boosting our weekly AR 

scores by reading 

library books 

consistently.  

 Recognizing more 

vocabulary words and 

sight words to build and 

increase fluency.  

 

1st Grade  

News:  
 

Homework Practice Reminders: 
 Daily practice is an important means of 

strengthening and expanding basic skills.  
 Please supervise your child during this important 

study time so that wit will become a habit that is 
used wisely and efficiently.  

 Each night, practice spelling and sight words at 
home. 

 Wednesday-A new story in the Class Reader and new 
spelling list.  

 

 

A navy blue 
sweater for  
your child to 

use in the 
classroom is a 

great idea!  
 

 

The cold weather is here! 
Please note that wearing 
warm coats or jackets , 

hats and gloves or mittens 
is necessary everyday! 

Also, stay tuned to ABC40, 
WWLP22, and WMAS FM 
radio  for delays and/or 

cancellations.  
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